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Bj AboUshins the Internal Tares ire can Extinguish the Snr* 
plm and orerthrow the despotism of the Whisky Trust. 



RBMARKa 



HON. WM. D. KELLEY. 



The Houw belns la Committee of (he Wliole HouM on the itote of Ibe Union 
•Dd bsTlns under aoaBldenUlon th* bill (H. K. tOSI) bt nduoe teutUon end 
•implify the Uwi in relatioii to the ooUeotion of the rareana — 

, Mr. KELLETHaid: 

Mr. CnAiKMAH: In tlie conise of ui addrces deliTered at Coisicaiui, 
Tez., on the 31at of Msf last, the diatingnished gentleman who now 
piceides over the deliberatiotu of the Committee on Wara and Ueone 
aaid: 

We produoe end eiohitiige among aanelvea and oonsniiie Id Ibe ntli&atlon 
of ourwant* more of (he prodUDts of our own labor than the two faundnid mtU- 

-fttloperationmorelabor-eaTlagmaohlnerythaD all other people, Wearetun^ 
Ina out OTcr ilz thoiu&nd mflllonsof dollan' worth of prodnolaof maDuteot- 
' HTM erery year, and pioducine them at lower coat of produotloD, aod at the 
■ame time pajdoK Usher wasea to our workmen than aaj' other people. 

Asliead this tiibate to the enterprise, energy, and thrill ofhia 
oonntrymen, I hoped to And that the Hpeaker had supplemented it bf 
telling hia hearera tliat the fbatering inflnence of protective tariffl had 
Id lesB than a qnarter of a centorj lifted as from the national bank- 
mptcy to which we had been rednced by the revenue tariff of 1846 and . 
1867 and had exalted ne to the lolty prominence among nations he so 
glbwingly described. He could have supported these statements by ref< 
erencetothereportoflbecensiisfor.1880, which abows that'onr muin' 
-bctorlng cstabliahments unmbefed at that time more than a qnarter 
ofamllllon, emplofed (2, 700,372, 606 of capital, and paid 2, 733, 695 man- 
-B&ctnring operativee the higher ratee of wages to which he referred. 
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In riew of theee nugnificent trinmpbB, tihich were possible only by 
KSBOnof the defense by the Egis of pTotectiou of our IndDatrieB sgunBt 
OTenrhelming foreign assaiilts, I will be pardoned for entering. an 
flDtphAtic poatimt apiimt the adi^on tf a meomn wbicli bMn Ua 
nam*, ftad wlitck, if its parpoee maj he inferred tTora its prorlsioiu, is 
intended to OTecthrotr tliat ayBteni and scatter to the winds the mag- 
niflcent leenlta achieved In len than a qnarter of a centniy nnder its 
foeteriog inflnence. Theenaciment of tbla bill wonld instantly pai- 
atyie the enteTprise and energy of the people. Under the balefiil In^ 
fluence of snch a law the report of the censaa of 1890 will aanaimoe 
the oreitlirow of ettr manabctaring Bspremacy and tin rednction of 
oni commanding commercial position to tliat of colonial dependenea. 
It. ia Btadiooaly designed to produce these dire reanlla, and nicely 
adapted to Its pnrpos& [Applanse.] 

It la confessedly a partisan measure, and was huned in the Inteicat 
ofayirtywhoMleadeiSKiqMartobeeUirioaBtelheoTerwhelraingflOcial 
and ecooamicdiangwwronglitby tdnaboUtMaof slaTory. Aaslavory 
was on indoatrial aystou which perMittsd capital to own iti l^MHvm, 
and was adapted ezdnaively Ut the production of great BgrlcnUnnl 
staple*, its prsTalatoe prevMited anoh aggregatioiu of people k mining, 
maoo&ctnring, and commerda) towns and cities as woold reealt from 
tile dfivetopsaent ef the materia leoonroce and cosamerd^ poaaifeiJltiea 
oftlieSonth. Its abolition InYolved as inevitable consequences twa 
changes wbi^ would be felt on every pJastatdoB and in evwy hwaa 
beld thEonghont the teiritoiy In which the system pretailad. Neither 
of these oonseqaencas ooald be averted; tiiey were both as inevitable 
as late. The ftrst was tlie oreatioa of an imperative demand for re- 
mnnerative empIoTmeiit fmtho millions of smanctpated alavoH, wbo«s 
freemen most be iavMtod with the privilege of earaii^ thaii bEead in 
tite sweat of Ib^ fiuMS, wtd pi«vidiag Jbr the sustenanoe and care of 
tbrir fiuBiliea oad the maintenaBceof honH& Involved in this change 
were alao milUoBS of pocr and illitetata whUes irikosa chief dqiendenoe 
for ^wndsus sabsistanoe hod been the aaare or trap and the giu and 
sad. 

Tbe demand €bi employment that would pradoce vagas aad antMist- 
enoe was for these landleea millions, as I have said, as imperative aa 
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&te. It could be OMther resisted nor eroded. Yet it could not, «an- 
«iateitt1y witb tbe infimKlea of honum aatnre, be prompUT Hoqniened 
ia hj tboee who had inherited sIatm m tmnaraisaMe proper^, Mad 
been taught to legaid ptMi whlUa aa dangerous neigbboio, 

.But ibr the pTeseiKS <rf mUltary powBion era of lawlesBncM uid stttib 
-wodM have foUomd theM sadden and momentooB modificBtiona or the 
industrial and social conditjona of the people of a namber of great 
States. Happily fbr M parties it became apparent to mtinr Southetn 
men before the anuj waa witbdntwn that these changes were not, m 
bad bera believed, a desolating dispmiution, but were a bonnteons 
proTidence, whieh/aaareturnfoT the pa^'meiit of living wi^ee to tlio«e 
laadleae millions for labor perrormed in the divenificEktioa of Hm agri- 
cnltnro of tbeir fbrtUe empire and the ntitizati<m of its eibaostleea 
BDpplies of minerals for mannfiictara, promlMd greater wealtb, more 
perfect sccTirity for life and order, and higher developments of dviliza- 
tion t^an thej dreamed of in the palm? days when the? bad counted 
their acres hj the thoosaod Emd tbeir slaves by tbe bandreds. Tet, 
Btiange to saj, the gentlemen wlio framed tbis bill, and who c^d 
' brook neither modifloation nor discnssion of its proviaims by thmz a»- • 
Bociatea in the committee to whieb the preparation of revenoe IhUs b 
cooOded bj law, are with bat two exceptimis repreeentaMTee of what 
was slave territoi;. 

Omtemplallng tiie bill In tbe ligbt of tbeee bete one involontaiily 
recnrs to tlieFratoh maxim tliat "tbe Bourbons neither learn noi for- 
get^" for an examination of its provieione will Batisfj nnbiaeed minds 
that tbeij have no adaptatmn to tbe existing industrial and fluandal 
condition of the coontry, bnt would have been nicely adapted to Ihtt 
era during whiob tbe exigencies of slavery demanded the matntenMioe 
of freeforeign trade and tbe repression of mining and maunAoturlug 
tbrongbont oar broad dom^. 

Yes, Mr. Chairman, the bill is ui anaobronffim; It has no relation to 
this era: it Iwlongs to tbe saddeat t^Mich In oar national history, the 
period between 1832 and IS61. Dnring tliat period slavery dominated 
our national eonnciisand gaided the administxation of onr national aP- 
fain, in hoetilityto national interesia, and in tbe interest of ftee tradtt 
twice threatened war. It was, air, in the Interest of fteo b«de Hut 
war was threatened in sapport of the doctrine of nnllification, SMd 
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it Was in the intflrest of fiee toade that the coantrr was involTed tor 
more than (bar yean in a ftafaricidal war, the pnipottiotu of which wera 
more gi^ntlo Qiaa 6Ttm characterized a civil war. The eutiie Sonth 
knowatbat &e« trade waaMMmtial to thepeipetaitjof slaTei7 ia the 
Bepnblic^ and it slionld alee know that the logic that could defend free 
trade in a conntij endowed with the Iioandleea diversity of the ele- 
menta of mannfactnre and the immenae mpplj of the Torcee for their 
conveiBion which we eniaj vanished when slavery was alMlished. 

This, sir, is not mere theory; it ia historic &eC Allow me to prove 
it to yon and the conntiT. It ia now nearly thirty years since Prit> 
chard, Abbott, and Loomia, of AagiiBta,Qa., printed, to be sold exten- 
sively by BobscriptioD, tliia volame of more than BOO pages, by extracts 
from which I propoee to demonstrate the accuracy of the powtion I have 
joet annoanoed. Jta title is "Cotton is King, and Pro-Slavery Argn- 
menla, comprising writings by Hammond, Harper, Christy, String- 
fBUow,Hodge, Bledsoe, andCartwright on these important subjects." 
It was edited by B. N. EUiott, LL. D., president of the Planters' Col- 
lie of Mississippi, who also contributed to its contents an essay on 
"Slavery in the light of international law." It ia illnstmted with 
fine engraving) of the great and logical expounders of the pbiloeophy 
which r^iarded the maintenance of hamau slavery as the snpreme ob- 
ject of the American people and the Government of the United States. 
Here ia that of tlie editor of the volume. Dr. Elliott, b> whom I hare 
juat allnded; here la that of David Chriaty, whogavetotiie volume the 
title " Cotton is King, or SlaT«7 In the Light of Political Economy;" 
here is Albert l^lor Bledsoe, LL. D., professor of mathematics in the 
nniversity of yiii^nla,whocontribntedanessayeDtdt1ed "Liberty and 
slavery, and'slaTety in the light of moral and political philosophy ; ' ' 
and here la J. H. Hammond, United States Senator from South Caro- 
lina, who pve to the anti-slavery agitators of the country the phrase, 
"Northern mud^lla," as hia characterization of the laboring men and 
women of that section, with which to inOame the paasionsof the entire 
laboring commnnit; of the North. There are also striking portraits of 
other apostles of the doctrine that slavery was national and ijreedom 
sectional, but I must not spend too much time on tbat part of thevol- 
vtsM. Ithei«fore proceed to snbmit the following extracts from its 



n,gti7cdT:G00glc 



pages, whicli will serve to dliow that this bill was pr«par«d in accordanoe 
witli tlie rsqalrementa of the obsolete doctrines of this Tolome. 

Slave kboi hu Mldoni been nude proaisbls irbna It hiia be«D wliollr em- 
ployed ia ffnulnff &Dd irntia-ffroiriDg^ bat it beoom«e temunemtivo In propor* 
tlen ■« the plaaten <ma devote their attention to ooUon, Hiffer, rlee, or tobaooo» 
To render Southern elaverr proQlable in ths b<Khesl decee. theteTare, (ba 

BSupply orfood HnddraugbtiuicDBlefroiaNortheTasK^oaltarlet*. • ■ ■ 

The attempt of the aotiaultural States, ttilrty Tears »ln», to establish the pm- 
leolive policy and promote '* domeitio manufiwtUTa"w»sa*triiffgle to create 
suDbadlvlaioDoriabDriwwoulda(fOTda"hDmeaiarket"for (hair products, no 
lonKer in demand abroad. The lint deotsive action on the question hy Consresa 
was In 1834, when the diatr«» In thsM Btatea, and the ooasuKia proposed for their 
relleTby natlooal legislation, were dluussed ua tbe passage of the "tariff bill" 
or that year. The ablest men In the nation were engaged in the ounlroversy. 
As prOTteloDiare tbe most ImporMot llem oo the one hand, and ootlon on (he 
fither, we ahall use thMetwolermeastheTepreBentAtivesor the (iroolaasea of 
produMa, belonging, respeotlvely, to tree labor and to slave labor, 'e • • 

The oppoaltion to the proteotivs tariff by the South arose fhim two causee, 
theflrst openly avowed at the time, and the eeooad oletu-l; dedooltile n-om tbe 
polley It punned j the one to eeeure the foreign market for its cotton, the other 
to obtain a bountiful supply ol proviaioos at cheap nlee. • • •■ 

The close proximity of the praftslon and ooUon growing distrlots in tbe VtMti 
Blatea gave IM pUnlers advantages over ail other poriiona of the world. But 
they coald not monopolize the markew unless they oould obtain a cheap eop- 
ply of foodanddothlugfor their negroes and raise tbeir cotton at such redueed 

A manu&cturing population, with 11a meohBaicai ooadjutoi*, In the midst of 
the provision growcrs> on a scale such as the protective policy contemplated^ It 

hanee the price, whereas. If this manufketuring could be prevented and a eyv 
tern of mo trade adopted, the South would conotitube the principal provision 
market of the country and the fertile Undeof the North luppl; tbe oheap food 
demanded for tie slaves. • • • 

Tbe planters were led to believe thattbe miUioni of revenue oolieoled off the 
goode imported was Bo much daducied from tbe value of the oot.toa that paid 
for them, either in the diminished price they received abroad or In the inoreased 
price which they paid for the Imported arlielee. To eabanoa the dutlee for the 

additional tai upon themselves for thebenellt of the North ; and besides, to give 
the mannfBcturer such a monopoly or the borne market for his bbric* would 

the whole amount of the doty. By the pro'^eotlve policy the planters expected 
to have tbe ooet of both provisions and clothing iaareaaed, and their ability to 
monopolize tberoreignmarketedlmlDlshedinacorrespoDdiagdegree. ITtbey 
coDid establish free trade, It would Insure the Americanmarketto foreign man- 
nfhcturers, secure the foreign tnarkets for their leading staples, repress home 
mannffu^tures, force a large number of tbe Northern men Into agriculture, mal- 
tiply the growth and dimluisb the priee of provisions, feed aod clothe their 
slave* at lowemtes. produce tbelr cotton for a third or fourth of former prices, 
rival all other oountrlea in Its cultivation, and monopoliw the trade In the arti- 
cle (broBghout the whole of Europe. 

It was in vain that the friends of protecUon appealed to the Rict that the de- 
Uea levied on foreign goods did not neoeesBrily enhance theli oost lo the Goa- 
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luuAF ; that tha oompetltlon smonff homa manufUtuTata and belvMn them 
aod toTvigacn had ireMlr radnoad tha prloe of nearly arery artlale prciparl)' 
pnd«oted ; thai rarElpi manitflLcturen alwafg hod ajid alwara would advanw 
their prloea aooordlnir to oar depeudeaoe upoD them^ that domesUa ootnpett- 
U*nwaa the only aafetytheaauati7 had asainBlfoFelKaloipoaitioDi ihsbit vaa 

ODTCelvea independeDt of ether nations in tlniea of wn, ■■ well a* to suud 
acatnat the Taolllatlana In tonign latMatian ; Mat the South would be vttMj 
the gainer bj having the market ftar Ita proauela b4 Itl own doors, to avoid the 
vest of Ihalr transit aorosa the Atlantic ; that« in the event of tha roprssBlon or* 
waatof proper extension of OUT msDufacturea bj the adoption of the frefr^rada 
ayglem, tbo imporie of forelEii gooda to meet the publlo wante would ■ooa ex- 
eaed the ability of the people Ga pay and InevltAhly Involve the country in 
bankrupkiy. BatSoutheropoUtloiang remained InfleilblosndreriBKd to aooapt 
my pollT eioept free trada, to the utter abandonmeDt at the prlmlple af pio- 
teetlan. Whether they ware jealous of [be greater prosperity of the North >uid 
desinnis to orippla its energle*, or wbethar thay were traly fbarfol of bank- 
ruptlDgtheSouthweaball not wait la Inquire. 

In a speeoh at the Wabsrborough dinner, given •ataaequtnUy to the passage 
ofttwl«riiron82S,Mr. Hamilton, of South Carolina, gave expresslou to their 
rssolve when ha said, "We moat prevent the inorenee of manufoolorles, fore* 
the aurplDB labor Into agrlcultuie, promote tha eultivatlon of our unimproved 
Wcetem lands until provisions are so multiplied and reduced In price that the 
Steve Dan be fed so cheaply as lo enable u> to grow uursuKaral I wnta a pound. 
Tken, without proteetlve duUes, we «n rival Cuba in the production of that 
staple and drive her from our markets." 



These feir eztiacta, of wliicb more than a hondred that are eqtialJ; 
Btriking migbt be made, wiU snffioe to show that this bill belongs to 
ft past age. That m a meaaure proposed for fhtnre guidance it is, as 
httj been said, mi anachronism, and ia illastratire of systems of ethics 
and eoonomio pbilosc^tir against whioli history has written in blood 
deci«efl that are final and immutable. None of its provisions are in 
hatmony witlt tlie qiiiit of th« age: for they anta^O"'^ '^^ aapiiatJODS 
of the American people and an uotadapted to facilitate their effbrta to 
Bnpplf theii vitnta, gratify Sitir deelres, uid provide for the Aittue of 
their fkmiliea. Its firat eflect, should it be enacted into law, would tw 
to arrest tbemagQificwitdeTelopment of mineral wealth, of uann&ctr 
niing power, and of the diversification of agricnltoro now taking plow 
Quoaghoat tbe Sonth, and to paralyze the organized industries of the 
North. 

By pntliag wool on the free-list it would abolish sheep hnabandry, 
destroy the Immense capital embarked therein, and impOTerisb the 
more tium a inillitm m^ who own tbe flooks or are Maplojed in tbeii 
oaie, and by workii^ this min It would diminish tbe supply of cheap 
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and licalthfiil animal fovd now fumiahed by wool-giowen to the mui- 
ingtuidmanufBctariBglBborerHoftheooaiiti7. ItivonldalMTsncteTtlie 
production of Aiaencau tin-plaUs and cottou-tiea impoSBible bj placing 
thoae Etrticleo on Ibe free-list nith wool. 

By tbe trauafer of theae and other products of oool uid iron ore to 
tiie free-Iiat, and b; ledncing tbe dntiaa on steel nuls, stmDtnial iron, 
- and many other forms of iron and st«el sufficiently to withdraw pro- 
tection from them and permit foreign prodncers to Qood oni miukela, it 
would, tboDgh it maintained eiistinj; datiei on coal and iron ore, cloae 
a m^joiitf of the bitDminooB coal fields and ore banks which aie now 
giving profilablB employment to hnndreda of tbousandB of laboreis, not 
only in Northern States but in Maryland, Vi][ginia,Wee( Virginia, North 
Carolina, Georgia, Tennessee, avd Alabama, and tarn tbem adrift with- 
out prospect of other employment elsewhere than in cotton and com 
fields. But while professing to have abandoned their purpose to put 
coal tuid OK on the firee-listitsfauners have ingeniously con trivedtomake 
the importation of both ftee by such meuuTea of indirection as may 
enable tbem to attempt to saddle the Treasury Department or tbe ju- 
didary with the political consequences of their deliberate tergiveisa- 

Ko, the Junto will not pat oool and ore squarely and ftankly on tha 
ftee-list. They have, howerer, as effectually provided for tbe repeal of 
the dnties that now protect them as conld have been done by naming 
them in that list. Let us see whether I misrepresent tbe effect of tbe 
scattered and diaingennons provisioos of tbis bill, when I say that they 
make coal and ofe Trt*. That bituminons ooal and iron ore are cov- 
ered by the pbraae " mineral sabstancee in a crude stale, and metals 
unwrongbt not especially ennmerated and provided for" can not be 
gainsaid. Coal is a mineral substance and iron ore a meCal In a crude 
state and nnwronght. If this be so, tinea 130 and 131 of the tree-list 
embrace them as "mineral snbatanoes in a emde state and metals on- 
wrongbt not specially enameiated and provided for." Are coal and ii 
oreprovidedlbtin this bill? If they are I vrill be gratified to luiy me 
berof themtgoritrof the committee wito will call myattontion to the 
clause which enumerates and provides for them. Sir, tboy ar 
specially enumerated or provided for, and conseqnently tbe repeal ol 
the existing duties on these articlea Is specifically provided for in lines 
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3 And 3 of sectdon 41, Gxo last parngc&ph of the bill, the langaage of 
wbl()h la tbat " ail lawsand parte of laws in conflict lierewith an hereby 
repealed." ThiB language applies to and repeals the proviaioiiB of lair 
which now antborize the collectloD of dntiee on tboee ' ' mioeral sab- 
staocei in a crude state and metals nuwroagbli" known to comiuenitt 
as bitnminooB coal and iron ore. 

J UTK Am> KAmE CUI'TCBV IS AUAFTED TO THV t^MLV VTATBS. 

Bat these Temarks apply to miuiiig and manuractaring enterpTises, 
and it is natnral that representatives of StalM la which man nfact urea 
aie almost anknown. and bntfewof the vast mineral deposita of which 
bare beeb opened, shoald regaid wUb indiS'erence or hostility the- 
capital, skill, and labor embarked in soch enterprises. But as It isaow 
nearly a quarter of a century since the war closed, it would not seem 
ta be a violent presumption to asaume thikt represeatative men from tbe 
cotton-growing States, the value of whose mineial deposits and wat«T 
powerwastillrecentlynQkaown or ignored, wonld endeavor to enhance 
the value of their iarms by diversifying the agricultural prod actions of 
their section. But no evidence of willingness to permit the diversifica- 
tion even of Soathem agriculture is disclosed by tlie provisions of this 
biU. On the contrary, it selects the Strming industries of tbeconntiy, 
North and South, as special olyecta of destrucfioD. As the constant 
production of cotton impoverished tbe people of the South by exhaus- 
ting the fertilityof its alluvial fields, so, asonr farmers are learning by 
painful e jperiencei is the constant production of wheat and cotu in tbe 
Western States and Territoriee exhausting the productive power of that 
region. 

In proof of tbe necessity forawidec diversification of our i^rkmltare 
I may point to the fact that, while the average prodnction pec acre of 
wheat and com diminishes, the price also lalls o£ This is shown by 
tbe following statement from the Agricultural Department of the 
number of acres under wheat and com, tbe total eropof each, and the 
average price per bushel throoghont the year for the decade including 
1878 and 18S7: 
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These flgnns show that the iocreaee of acreage in com was more than 
40 per cent dvring the decade; the increase of the jield was less than 
6 per cent., and in wheat the increase in acreage was 17 per cent., bnt 
in crops only 8 per cent. Bat the fact is patent that there is no de- 
partment of American luduatr; Id which greater diTetBiQcatJaa is so 
imperatively demanded as in agriculture. Nor, except when Whit- 
ney'scottoD-gingave tbeSontha monopoly of cotton-caltnre, has there 
been a time when the iatrodncUon of new plants and the adoption of 
new sonrces of supply and new methods of mannfactnre promised such 
proflts to our farmers as do the domestication of jute and ramie in the 
Gnlf Btatea, and of augar from cane in Florida, or from sorgham, beeta, 
or com In all parts of onr conntry at this time. The enormonsro wards 
which follow the cultivation of jute and ramie are but Mntly inti* 
mated in the following extract ftom a leceut open letter from my friend, 
PiofesBorWaterhouae, of iHMid»«Md Washington University, 8t Louis, 
Mo., ttora whom I parted in San Francisco in 1870, when he left onr 
conntiy to visit the jute and lamie fields of India and China: 

The new tAriff bill proposes tbe sboUtioa of (he imposts oa loreign Jnte nad 
nmle. Then ue weight; reuoni which plead for Ihe eiemptiaa of theae 
Qben rrom the IIM oT free importo. 

Jute 1b oneofthe most liapoTt&ntproduGtlenaof India. The variety of Its uses 
■■■ nitablo. Therangeofmi 






Imitatiot 



ofllnen 



re BlMdllrlnoreiMlngUie demand fur this aber. Jiito 
is atinuallT eorlehlng India with a prodnotlve wealth of scorei of mlUlona. 

BmalelBtbenrDiiBertflberln the world. Narrowerlliaajale la tlie ranareof 
Itaapplledusee, itla euperior In Its aullablllty forflnerfabrla. Barely Inlerlor 
to allk in beanty ot luster, It Burpassea Its slosay rival In durability. It i> waven 
toto textures ofpraotieal utility and elesaatli)(ury. Ittavraugbl into oordsse 
M«itmordlnary atrength ,1 acee of illmy d el Icaoy, and pluBhei of exquisite beauty. 
Tb* demand for this yalunble fiber hr eiceede the aupply. 
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The luiartimt BiDwth ofjute Bad nunlsln theOuUStatMihowitluittbsooD- 
dltlouB of Aoll and oltm&te an lulled to tbeir aulture. Niuaeroua experimenU, 
oontinued through* ■uooeerton of yeafB, jiwttfr the iw uieu eeof aontbecn fana^ 
en thaC " the«e plant* can be cuitlvftted almost as BHSlly M Indian oorn,"* The 
suocsas of repeated trials has dispelled every Inlelllgeat doubt that tike (oil of 
the Bouth Is adapted to the growth of tbess textiles. 

A ^TeraideatiiHi of ioduBUlea is essential to the hlgheit welhire of the ooun- 
(ry. The Sauthera StAtea hare Ions !>oea ImpoTBrlshed by an unwise elevation 
to llie onlUvatloii of a alDKle staple. There is no truer eooiiomlc mailm than 
that rariety of employmeat is a pioducUve Riotar of nstioiial wraith. The 
culture of Jute and ramie meets au Impemtlve requltemenU The tllUge of 
thau planle would not only richly diversify Southern aKrioulture. but would 

returns at ^meswhea the income fromoottonisoot available. Industries open- 
In^ euch copious Bourcaa of public weallh^audso happily supply Ina the fraud 
of -both labor and oapitol, are worthy of leari^lative eaooutatfouLeat. 

Under ojrcumslaucea which KemlnKly aswire the prosperity of the new cult- 
ure. Is It wise for Oougreee to make the proposed chancer The sbolltloa of 
duties on rival Imports would benefit only a comparatively small number of 
people, but the sucoeasTul ff rawth of jute and ramie In the South would ^d 
large and richly productive reaouroes to the wealth of the nation. In their 

jut«and ramie Uian India and Obioahave ever yet produced. Tinder the pa- 
troDBBO of wise lam, with the greater produotlreneaa of Intelligent agriculture. 
and with the eoonomleeof etBoieut maobioery, the Sooth ought at an early day 
to derive bum the tillage of Itaese staples astarse an Income as India and Chiua 
nondo. 

These Btat«ments, eoming Trom bo carefdl an InTestigalor and con- 
aemttlTe thinker tm ProreaaoT Waterhonse, convince me that the cnlti- 
Yation and mannfactiiie of jnte and ramie vronld Increaae the price 
of land Uiroi^haat the Galf States, and bring to the people thereof 
mine tbOn one handred millions of doliars annually aa the market ralne 
of a<f«Tierageerop; and that tSie location in their midst of ^ctories 
vhi'dh woald Boon livalthoseof Calcutta and Dundee ivontd more than 
double this anntial income. And I e&j without reservation to the 
enterprisiiig men who are shaping the dttitinies of and assniiog pros- 
perity and wealth to the New South tliat it wilt need only the nn- 
nonnoement that onr fields Airnish Jnte and ramie aa well aa cotton 
to bringNorthern and foreign cf^ital to their midat to share the eaor- 
moas pioflt^ of the mannfWltiire of the newly-domesticated fibers into 
tiueadand fobrioa. Addreasiiig thlaolaasof myfellow-citizeiM, I also 
invite attention to tbe bet that It is the representative voice of Texas, 
AilcansM, GeorgiB, Kentucky, Tennessee, and Weat Tiiginia tkat pro- 
poseanotonlytoiepeltheintroduction of jute and ramie, hntto rendei' 
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lbs growtib of flue, hemp, nuiilft, and etker flbrooa plantalij bnddUng ' 
ttwcatcgetberoit tJiel!M»-list. Sonwof Ui«m will pEobalily doolil Ibis . 
* litftteiDrat; botitlsMiabsalatotniUi, bonevertDCOmi^rBfaeusibleUBiay 
■ee«Btob«^ 

I (wnld nodei^tond tba poUej of th« bqUkhs of Qis bill if the SokUi 
BliU iMcdad oho^ pwovMam fe Us ilft*«s ae it did y/baa ««tu>a ww 
king; but OBw t^t iitaD7 of It* BadM mUxetM Mtd all Uie land^owning 
immigroate finm tba Kortb and fbieigii oaaotnes wbe aaa taldm; fwrt 
in tliereconalnietioaef itiliHtimasaMniaiiigtheboini ocre^lB, ^ow- 
ing 1^ gnwate wbicfa give prafits to daitiaa, and b«T« nMj sosvAvted 
sanr portiooa of the Soath into agriaaltand diabiots, tbU rasiel^ice 
to di*«Tsifiantioa of Soatbera ov^w hj SoaUicm re^eseDteitivw is, at 
l«Mt to mj mmi, inexplinble. Sbcmld geoUemen deaire t« Itwiw 
more of Uia toIq* «f JDt« and ismie as vop*, aad of Uw eapacity of tb* 
(Jnlf Stotcfl to prodnc« them pnfitablj', aad of tbe «ztent: sad marvel- 
mt gmwtb of thair Dunn&ctnr* in India and SeoUud, thej will Sod 
A ftand of iaformation in the Bpedal report of the Department of A^- 
enltnn of 18U3 ob Jute CaUni« and the impoiioDae ^ Uia indiiBbj, 
irtdcb was yuepored bf Pre&asor 'WBterb<Hise with tiie eantton as to it* 
Cs af the valoea and aiDOiuit of piodnota wUoh ohamcteriaee 
tt jBOdoctJenB of ibi aatfaoi. ^ -- 



The world is indebted to the fostering care of goTemmeDt for the 
baaadfblsappl7ofeDg«' which enables the hmnbleat of our laboring 
clasMe te imclnde it in the list ef their daily rieoMsltiei. 

^laidant CJeTelaod's &ee-trade loesiaige, bj its aeeamption that the 
duty ia alwi^a added to the «oet, aat «olj of inperted oommodiMM, 
bat to the price of like eommoditiea prodnoed in this ceontiy, dtowa 
how psolbandJy ^oiant be is of eooaimuc aoiaiiGb T» illnetrste the 
pnerite abeiuditf of this aarao^oB I iarite the President'* attention 
to ihe &ct Unit, tfeoflgh the duties imposed bf enrOovemnMnt on soj^ 
when Mdneed to ad t«1oi«ki staadai<ds w«w aeTw so high ae the; now 
are, tiM pde* of BSgar ^as never so low in tbia eoontzy as it new ia. 
This ocadUion oTthingH Jenot ei«q>tiaiial, bnt ia eoo^teBt with tbe his- 
tory of the pwdaetaon of ■aocharateplsBtaattd the ooDveiaioa of thalr 
Jidoea iBlo mvketable engar. 



n,gti7cdT:G00glc 



14 
Abont the time of the birtli of Napoleon Bonaparte Freuoh ocade- 
mldaiu who irate distiDgnlshed as chemists had demonBtnted the &ot 
that sngar could be prodaced faun beeta; but wlule the^ pat this &et * 
beyond the leglou ordoabt thej weie unable to prodace beet tnigar in 
qnantitf and at a coet that wonld make It marketable. The discorei? 
waa a Doteworthy &ct that was not lost sight of hj the aoAtmj or 
the practical chemists of France, and when the allied powera songht to 
dertroj tiie commerce of France b; blockades, oiden in coancil, and 
other deTiora the; sncceded in pnttiog tlie price of angat in Paris np 
to more tlian 6 iiancs per ponnd. Tboagh sagar was a necessity to 
Fiance she conld not purchase it at ttiat price. Bonaparte was a 
disdple of Coll>eTt, the founder of the textile and oeramic indostries 
of modem Franoe, and he met the allies, as the great economist would 
hsTe done, bj proclaiming his determination to establish Qie Inde- 
pendence of France in the matter of sngar and molasses hj applying 
the resonices of the empire to their prodnction fiom other eoni^ws than 

Bringing to his coaosels the most eminent chemists and mechanicians 
of France, he evolved two systems of boanties by which he hoped to 
eabblish new and profitable industries thionghoat Fiance and secnr* 
a cheap snpplyof home-grown sngar for her people. He offered boun- 
ties, banning with 100,000 francs, to him who should produce the 
greatest weight of sugar beets &om a given number of acres, and de- 
scending by gradnal scales to small snms to the former who should 
r^se the most from a single sere, and 100,000 francs to the chemist who 
should extract the greatest amoontofsogar-yielding juice from a given 
weight oflMetB. These stimnlantB with the Inordinate prices demanded 
tat cane sugar exalted the qneation of the production of bee1>-ioot sugar 
iDtoanalionalttithaidaBm;andlitUemorethantwoyeais were required 
taaddittotheeommeodalcommodltiesof Franoe. Napoleon's genins 
([aided the oq;anlsatlon of the industry and gave it instant popularity 
anumg the Ft^oh people by rejecting the system which preTsdled in the 
slave regionsfromwhichcanesngarhad been procured. In placeof im- 
mense plantaldons and costly bctories in which cane sngar was pro- 
duced, ho proposed small oentral (aotoriea in agricnltniol districts in 
which every Svmer, by devoting a portion of ids land to beets, might 
share the bounties the government was bestowing, and hasten the pro- 
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dnction of such sappIiM of mffa u iroold meet the demands of Fiaaoe 
and her peoplo. 

In Tiaw of the magical micceas of Napoleon's plan, Qerman^ hastened 
to adopt it, and to MtabUsh her system of bonnlles and central Sm- 
tories. So great and immediate iraa the sacoess of this new indnstry 
UiBt in B fen feais the taxes imposed on beet sugar b^an to refdnd tha 
boanties which had called it into existence. But thoogh Franoe and 
tiwmanj have each fonnd in the industry a proliSc soarce of revenue, 
they have both mainhdued a system of botmtiea upon the sagar pro- 
duced by their people and shipped to foreign countries from their re- 
spective porta. 

In Tiew of theae £icts, who can deny that prot«ction has augmented 
the snpply and diminished the price ofsngar? Tet this bill proposes 
aredncMonofSO per cent on thedaties now assessed on all grades of 
«Dgar above No. 13, Dutch standard. 



The United States have more square miles of sngar-pcodnci:^ tarri- 
toiy than any fonr other nations, and now when millions of dollars are 
being applied to the development of these lands ahall Congress restrict 
the production of sngar by redocing duties under the fostering influence 
of which these important and costly enterprises have been entered upon? 
Sir, let ns glance at the extent of our sagar territory aod the manifold 
aonrcw from which we may produce the commodity. To asaume that 
we are dependent upon Louisiana alone for onr snpply of native sngar 
would be a great mistake; yet when we remember that when the war 
closed the plantations of Lonlsiana were overgrown, her sngar- houses in 
' rains, and the costly but neglected machinery they had honsed was Qt 
only for scrap heaps, t may cite the progress of sngar making in Louis- 
iana since 1867 as an illnstration of the vitalizing influence of protect- 
ive dnties. In spite of the steady decline In the price of foreign sngar, 
the poverty of her people, and the demoralization of her plantations, 
Louisiana, enconraged by protectiveduties, has addedmateTiallj- to the 
world's supply of cane sngar. Bnt onr sources of supply include the 
beet, corn, and aorgbum, the last of which may be sncceBsfulIy grown 
wherever corn will mature. 

Bat, air, I would plead for the maintenance of the present duties on 
flugarwere cane our ooly known sourceof supply, forit is predicted by Ca- 
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htui Mid oHiar inanlar eiparts, wfao ara skilled in the prodnotioD of cuts 
fwd the nuiQD^lare of Hngai thererrom, that the great North AtOMl- 
CMi cane-field will be fbaod in Central and SonUieni Florida. In tills 
belief, capital, ektll, and entcrpriaeare flowing Into thRt State to utiliM 
the reoLumed "twamp and OEerSowed laiida," which aie said to be 
eqnal to the beet sugar lands of CMba. 'Hiere, too, dimatio advan- 
togea ore verf great, and give oaoe from aia nteka to two monUu mor« 
time In whti& to ripen tJiaD it enjoja la Lonieiana. This grentor dnn^ 
tioB«f tbeeaasoa is said to add an arerage of 20 per cent to the saccha- 
rine stieogth of the crop. 

A company of Northern capitalists haviug planted large fields of angw 
noMthenewtovrnof Raonjmede. in the KiasIraToeeTaUey, arein««Ht- 
inga millioo dollws in buildinga, michinwy, and general agriosltacat 
and iwaan factoring facilities. Of the poasibilities of Ploiida as a firo- 
dnceTofcanesngarl can speak flomperaOTial observation and extended 
inquiry while traTeraing the State; but of the repnted mgar Gelds of 
Teiaa I speak from repiH^ front tragted aonroea when I say that there 
is a large region of land in that Slate which ia fitted by the cbaracter 
of Ha soil, and by a longer and more genial growing season than that 
of Loaidana, which may be applied to the growth of Hogarwithont in- 
terfedng witJi the vast area which Proreesoc Waberhonse aesores as is 
adapted to the piodaction of jtite sad ramie. Had we uo other sugar 
lands than those of Texas, Fl<md«, Loaisiana. and othei Gulf Stales, 
I aboold T^iard it as nnwise and aQpatriotic to reduce the daty on sngar 
at a time when science has jost ftiroished <4ie»per and saore effec^ve 
methods of eztractdog the juice from cane, beet?, and sorghHm; and th« 
emandpatioB of Florida &om the legal embairaesments which for nearly 
fiftryearspireTciitedher from making title to any poriMQ of her land, 
and thus repelled settlement and improvemMit, has enabled ber to <^«n 
her Gertile fields to eaergetic wd patriotic men who wUl nnder the pro- 
tectjouirf existing duties strive to save to tbeir conntry the $100,000,- 
000 per year which we now pay Cabaa alavewwnerB for bi^bt, while abol- 
ishi&g a BOUrcQwhich is t^is ye» contributing about 930,000,000 to the 
embanassing Treasury surplus. 

Let OS tnmfhim the consideration of cane sugar and glance hastily at 
■■I other sources of mf^lj. As an element of the total snppLy of ragar 
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tha uauaUatan of gloeoae or oom aogar does not cocatitate aa import- 
. tmb elemant ; bat in vievr of tlie dimiDiabing jield of com per acre on 
lands on which it is a consbuit annnal crop, and the decline in price, 
notwithstanding the diminished yield per acre, this indnstry is worthy 
of consideration by onr ^rmeis. The glucose factories in theStatce of 
New York, Ohio, Illinois, Iowa, Uisaonti, and Kansas employ an in* 
vested capital of {11,000,000^ with an annoal capacity for theeonannip- 
tJon of more than 19, 000, OOU bushels of corn. Estimating the average 
crop pec acreat 26 bushels, 732, 000 acres are required tofurniab the pres- 
ent annual supply; and estimating (ho number of men required to raise 
corn at 3 to 100 acres, this industry employs 31,9S0 farmers, and 4,675 
laborers in factories, at an average rate of daily wages of (1.50, and the 
Talue of their annnal production of glucose is IE17,138,000. 

It is claimed for the committee's bill that It will open foreign 
maiketa to onr productions, and in cannection with this prepoaterons 
claim it may not be inappropriate to say that the corn consamed in 
this one industry, of which little is known to the formers of the conntry 
at large, eqoals more than one-third of our total annual export of com, 
andiaaboutone-balf the quantity consamed by onrdistilleries, whose 
intetesls are protected by the existing tariff and by the monopoly cre- 
ated aud vested in the "whisky trust "by the internal taxes ou distilled 
(Spirits, both of which methods of protection the majority of the Com- 
mitt«eon Ways and Meansse^m to regard as vested rights of the "trust" 
which no legislation may repeal or modify. 



Let OS now pass from the contemplation of a puny infant to the ex- 
panding proportions of one of the world'a industrial gianta that is seek- 
ing domestication in our country. Theproductiouof sugar from beeta 
In Enrope is six times as great as that of Cuba fiom caue, and that we 
can produce as much as Europe does is no longer a subject of doubt. 
The beet-eugar factory of Alvarado, Cal., made a success of the indus- 
try in 1879, and has pursued it with profit every year since then, and 
if the Etatements of Professor ililgard, of the University of California, 
who is an accredited anlhoiity, may be accepted, there are at least 
6,830sqnaremilesori3ndin that Statesnitable for the profitable growth 
of aogar beets. Here, then, is a field fh>m which theentire amount of 
KKL'Y 2 



n,gti7cdT:G00glc 



18 

sugar and molasses dow coDsnmed in thia countTy nuy be prodncef. 
The ablest man counected nith the productinn of aagar and the world's 
commerce in that commodity is probably Clans Spreckels, of San Fraii- 
cidco. EeiaacTtdible witness, and when recently examined by a Con- 
greasional committee on this aubject he testified QS lo the availability 
of grea.t atretches of land in Alameda and conti^ona coanties from 
which he aaysmore saccharine matter con be obtained per acre through 
beet caltnre than has ;et been' done anywhere on the continent of En- 
rope. He was brought before the committee to be examined aa to his 
knowledge of the " augai trnst" and ea to whether be was connected 
therewith. 

Bnt the conrae of the investigation led him to aay to the committee 
that he had no doubt that if the exiating dntiea on sugar and molaasea 
ahoald be retained this country would, in eight yeaca from the time at 
which he epohe, produce its entire supply of both these commodities. 
As an acquaintance of some years standing, Mr. Spreckels favored me 
with a most instmctive interview at my chambers on the erening fol- 
lowing a casual meeting with him in the room of the Committee on 
Ways and Means. His statements were full of instruction, and his 
iaith in their accuracy is demonstrated by the large expenditurea of 
money and labor he Is making to carry his convictions Into effect. 

When Mr. Spreckels determined to establish beet fiirms anda aagat 
&ctory at Walsouville, Cal., he departed for Europe, taking with bim 
bis son and a draughtsmaa and engineer in whose attainments and 
judgment he has the most implicit confidence. With these companions 
be explored the sugar regions of Prance and Germany, and studied the 
machinery he found in use in all the great works, together with the 
metbods pursued in the culture of beeta, and the machinery best adapted 
to the new processes of extracting juice from sngar-bearing plants. 
Having concluded his observations he contracted for machineiy of suf- 
ficient capacity to exhaust 700 tons of beets in twenty-iboi hours. 
Leaving his engineer behind bim he hastened home to erect a building 
capableof housing one half the machinery, by the use of which be will 
consume 360 tons of beete to the twenty-four bonis and produce 5,000 
tons of sugar during the present seaaon. While this work in field and 
fiurtory is proceeding ho wiU constiucttheotherhalf of the building to 
house the remaindoi of tbe machinery contracted for, which will in- 
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cream tlie capacitj of the fector; to 700 tons of beeta to the tweut;^ 
finiihoarsBiidtheprodiietionofsngar to 10.000 ton^ per aQOom. Tbia 
plant he proposes to enlarge aDnaaHynutilite prod act shall reacli 40, 000 
tons per aDnnm. Thoogb but a private citizen, Hi. Sprecklee has 
adopted theNapoIeonicraetbodsof conferriDgalastingblessiagnpontaia 
adopted coantry. / 

He baa imported 25 Uma of beet seed, wblch, having been carefully 
selected, cost about 15 cents a pound, which he has distributed gratn- 
itOQsIj among hrmers in the vicinity, in accordance with the nam- 
bei of acres they will plant, while tbe question of success is open to 
donbt in their vinds. He has made contracts at satisfactory prices 
with one bnndred and sixty-three &rmeia for all the beeta they wUl 
produce, and to stimulate their efforts has offered two systems of pre- 
minms, which, though not imperial as were those of Bonaparte, are 
snffldent to induce tbe beet-growers who have contracts with bim to 
exercise good bnsbandry. To tbe one who having planted but 5 acres 
and produces best resnlte of his class he will g^veapreniinm of (150; 
to the producer of tbe best results &om 10 acres the premium will be 
$250; and for the best results horn more than 10 acres it will be $500. 
Twelve per cent, is a;;reed upon by the contracting parties as a foir 
standardoraveragefiaccharineHtrength. To those farmers whose beets 
yield more than 12 per cent, and not tnore than 13 per cent, he adds 
a balfdoUar per ton to tbe price of tbe entire crop; and to those 
whose beets yield more than 13 per cent, an additional half-dollar, 
making an increase of (1 a ton upon their entire crop. 

Claus Spreckles knows what he ia about. He believes that the way 
toflgbt tbo "Trust" is to locate beet fields andstigar tactoriesin all 
parts of Qit country, and to dety the conspirators t^iust the public 
weal by the immensity of tbe product and the saving of tbe cost of 
transportation by bringing the prodncer and oonsnaet to each other's 
side. Mr. Sprecklea insists npon it that in the hands of property in- 
structed farmers, and with competent machinery in the fbclories, beets 
may be grown and manufactured as profitably in Ohio, Hlinois, and 
other central States as in Germany or California- 
Bat cane, beets, and com are not the only plants from which we may 
extract angar profitably and in quantities adequate to supply the de- 
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uundii of oar home market. Agricoltaral skill oud commensal eatar' 
priae have given oh many.and rich varieties of tlie BO^hnm plant, the 
nine of which, nnder tha inflaence of improved cnltivatioD, recently 
invented machineiy, and the diaooveiy of the distribntlve process of 
extractiDg its jnke, haa assured ita position with tropical cane and 
the beet asasoarceof aacctaarine snpply. The profitable manoTaclnre 
ofsoi^hnm reqnireo the erectioaof factoriee within a radios of 6 milea 
fiom the fields apon which the plant is grown. At these fitctoiiea fiurm- 
eiB will find a cash market for their stripped cane at prices proportioned 
to Ita saccharine strength and parity. There are among the intelligent 
&rmeis of Kansas many who, haring watched with Ibterest the Oov- 
emment experiments at Fort Scott, are convinced beyond all perad- 
venture that if the existing duties on sagai be maintained Kansas alone 
i!an sapply tlle American demand for sngar iiom her Horgbnm fields. 
Nor do I believe that this claim is exaggerated. 

That Horghnm will matare wherever com may be grown is a (iict of 
general noturiety, and Kansas has 80,000 square miles of what may 
safely be regarded as good corn land. But though the recent experi- 
ments of ttie Government and those made by the Kansas State board 
of agriculture daring 168T have exhibited results that will give her a 
leading position among the Northern eogar Slates, a number of hei 
Bister States will be neither long nor far behind her in availing them- 
selves of the profits which follow the substitution of sorghum for com. 

Mr- Cowgill, who in behalf of the State board inspected the manu- 
fiictnre of sngar in Kansas during I88T, says in his report — 
Thattlie aornliuBi yields to the farmer more than twiieas mueht>et KOre« 

slized from either of these sU,ndard cropg. 

And Professor 8 wenson, who conducted the experiments of the Agri- 
cultural Department at Fort Scott, thus sums up his report to the 
Com missioner: 

2, That Bugar ivaa produced uniformly througlioub tha entire season. 
B. Tliat this was not due to any eilraonlinary content of iuga.t in (he Cftne, 
but, on the contrary, the cane waa much injured by severe drought and chinclH 

4. That the value of the eagar and piolassea obtained this year per (on of aot* 
ghum-cane will compare ^vorably with ttie highest yields obtained in IiOuisLiuk& 
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from sagai-tane, nnd. teUng into DansldBntion Ihe much itreater ooflt of the 
insBr-canQBndthatit hu no equivalent (o (be 2 bushels oT seed fielded pei 
ton of sorgbum-eane, hIbo out much cheaper fuel, 1 say wtlhout hesiUuioy thai 
laB&r can be prnduoed full)' aa eheaply in Kansas as In Iioulsiana. 

But, if sorghum offers such proGIs to the Northern farmers, what may 
Hot those of Sotitberii Texas and Florida derive from thia plant andita 
mannfactnre. la each of these States two crops may be grown aod 
mana factored in a Tear. To peril the domestication of the sorghnm 
iudostrj by a modification of the dntiea on sagar or any other mani- 
fealation of indifference to its beneflte would be a crime against tbe 
&nuera of every section of the conntry. 

An tncalculahje element of the value of the beet and sorghnm in- 
doBlry to the iarmer is found in the fact that both serve to regenerate 
fields the fertility of which has been impaired by the too constant 
growth of wheat or com. The exhausted lauds of Germany and France 
have been reinvigorated by beet culture and the manufacture of sugar. 
And I Ekil to see how Congress could inflict so fatal a stroke on the in- 
terests of farmers and the industrial classes generally as by declaring 
the culture of sugar an outlaw in the United States by reducing duties 
upon it and molasses below an assuredly protective rate. 

But the authors of this bill and tbe professional advocat«s of Iteo 
foreisn trade will assume from tbe drilt of these remarks that I resist 
the reduction of the surplus, and am unwilling to abolish the taxes 
from which it flows in annually increasing volume. 

Sir, I replyto such suggestions in the language of a resolution which 
I Bubroitted to the Honse of Representatives mora than seventeen yean 
ago, on the 12th of December, 1870, and which was adopted with but 
six dissenting votes. It expressed the almost nnouimons sentiment of 
the people, which had not then been corrupted by the Influence of 
the "whisky ring" as it has been during the intervening yews. 

It was as follows: 

revenue leTorm points to the abolUlon of 

manceof which involves Iheemployoient, 

imlLy, of an armjr of assessors, oollectore, 

' ■ " 1, and require! 



It with the m^Dtenance of the fail 
I other Internal (Aiei. 
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In accordance with the precepts of Colbert, and the eiample of his 
Ulnstrious disciple, Napoleon Bonaparte, I would so legUlat« oa the 
question of the sarplns and the sources whence it flows as to increase 
the wealth, power, and dignit; of theconntryby promoting the devel- 
cpment of its natural resources and the diversification of itaindostriea, 
and thas diminish ite dependeuoe upon foreign importatioDs upon which 
Unties are collected. I would derive the national revenues from cus- 
toms duties so adjusted to remunerative prices for commodities as to 
stimulate and defend home productions, while preventing combina- 
tions, trnats, and monopolies of any kind from plundering consumers 
by demanding Bctitious prices. In putsnance of thk policy I would 
promote by adequate duties the growth of jnt«, ramie, flax, hemp, 
and other fibrous plants, and their mannfactuie into thread, cordage, 
and fabrics; and would maintain existing daties on sugar. 

I would also imposesQch duties on tin-plate as would qnickeu the min- 
ing of tin and invite the location of such smelting works, ftimacee, fbrgea, 
and rolling-mills foTplat«and sheets Id close proximity to the mines aa 
would crown the Black Hills of Dakota with iadnstries of which the 
nation woald be prond, and the beneficence of which all its people 
would soon feel and appreciate. 

But these processes of reducing the leTenne, thongh certain, woitld be 
gradnal; and, as the President hastialy said, "it is a condition which 
confronts ns — not a theory,'" the reduction should be effected immedi- 
at«lyby theabolition of sources of income the receipts from which may 
be computed month by month if not absolutely day by day. This is 
not only practicable but is demanded by the true principle of revenue 
reform which points now, in April, 1889, as it did on the 12th of De- 
cember, 1B70, "to theabolition of the internal-revenue system." 

The politics of this country are now dominated by the whisky troat 
as absolutely as they were by slavery before the war, and King Alcohol 
is proving that he is as hostile to national development as King Cotton 

Mr. Chairman, having devoted the yeaia of my viRorona manhood to 
the overthrow of the political influence of the slave oligarehy, I in- 
tend to devote my declining yeara to the emancipation of ita political 
affairs from the fatal embrace of the subjects of moat fruitful source of 
poverty, ignorance, vice, crime, disease, insanity, and ignominious death 
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knoim to the ciTiLizatioD of the nineteeoth ceotory, and whose sabtle 
and iusidiooa power is airayed alike against the mining and mann- 
factaring interests of the coDiitr; and the diversiBcatioD ofits agricol- 

Let me in BnppoTt of this indictment glance briefly at the wrongs of 
the most illuatrioaa victim of the "whisky trust," which Congresa, by 
provieions of ila laws for the regulation and coilecLion of taxes oa dis- 
tilled spirile, has invested with royal prerogatives. Kentucky is the 
richest in natural resources, and is in geographical position and other 
lespects the most fiivored of the United States east of the Mississippi. 
If any one of the^ist^rhood of American States ma; with propriety be 
Bpoken of as the Empire State it is Kentucky. Considered in the light 
of her geographical position, and her possible means of transit aad 
traf&c with and through cot^rminons States, she appears rather aa an 
empire composed of several States than as asingle Stat«. 

Her territory ie contiguous to seven States, the population of which 
numbered in laao more than 14,000,000, which together included 
307,925 square miles, and were intersected at the close of iaat year by 
33,555 miles of railroad over which her travel and trafSc might be con- 
nected with and eujoy the benefits of our entire system of local and 
tfaoscontiuental lines. Her area is 41,233 square miles. Her poi<a- 
lationinl8BUnumberedl,64e,60U, and in 1837 there were 2,070 milce 
of railroad operated within her limits. Her rivers are said to exceed 
in number, navigable length, and supply of water-power those of auy 
Other State, and the waters of the Ohio and Mississippi bathe hex nonh- 
em and western bordeis. The extent and variety of her mineral re- 
Boutces have not been ascertained by even a preliminaiy geological i«- 
oomiaissance, and tbeiact that becagricnltaral resources have not been 
asoert^ned experimentally is attested by the magniScence and density 
of het majestic forests. The soil and climate of Central Eentacky, 
which in passing I m^ say is the seat of a more refined and cnltivated 
paeteTalcommnnity thani have ever been introduced to elsewhere, un- 
l«fia it was in the southern counties of England, are specially adapted to 
the growth of hemp, flax, and other fibrons plants to untritioos grasses, 
including the world-fiuned blne^iass, and lo all the cereals known to 
American agricaltaiCL That thesoil and native growthsof this region 
of the Slate contribute in an exceptional degree to the physical develop 
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mentof thehDmanTaceoad lliatof domestic animals is attested bj tii» 
giBndandhaimoQJoiisdevelopmanliCif itsmeaand women, as well as by 
the aJmoat nnchallenged snperiority of its highly-bred flocks, and herds, 
and Btads of horaea, which ace the pride of the State. 

The coal Gelds of Kentncky exceed in extent and ricbness those of 
England as thej came from natare. She has two, the western and 
eastern. The former comprises abont 4,000 sqoare miles, and lies less 
than 100 miles aonthwest of Louisville; the latter, the eastern field, 
comprises more than 10,000 square miles, and extends iiom the Ohio 
Biver to the TeaDessee line. Much of the coal of this field is cannel 
coal, of so higha grade that, taking the pronunciatJonvf its name liom 
the illuminating power it discloses while consuming in the grate oi on 
the hearth, many of the people call it "candle coal;" but with this 
priceless treasure are also vast deposits of the finest quality of coking 
coal, with reference to which Mr. John R. Proctor, the capable and en- 
o^etic director of the geological Burvey now being made by order of the 
State, says: 

1. Tbnt th« largest known area of coklne coal in the Unlled Staica Is In Sautb- 
•aalem Kentucky. 
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Her almost unegualed combinaSon of geographical adTantagea, agri< 
cnltaral capabilities, and mineral and other native material for mana- 
iactnre entitles Kentucky to a leading position among the progressivft 
States of the Union; yet it is a melancholy trath that to speak of her 
as A leading State, a progressive State, or even as a pcosperons State, 
would be to indulge in bitter irony. 

In the midst of almost unparalleled wealth and general physical ad- 
vantages the mafg of her people are steeped in poverty and Ulit«rac7, 
Uid are strangers not only to the (»mfor(s of humble li& bat to tb» 



n,gti7cdT:G00glc 



t and most abaolnte dful; necessaries of Nortbeni UboTBi& 
In 1880 tha nnmber of her people above ten years of age who were re- 
ported by the census as unable to read and wiibe were more than one- 
balf ber total population: That namber was 606,678, while her total 
popnlatioD, which of course incladed those under ten years of age, 
nnmbered 1,163,498. 

In Rowan Gannty, the minenil resoarces of which are almost incal' 
cnlable, fomiliee, inde&alt of any legitimate employment for theii time, 
hand down fh>m generation to generation feada of aach deadly character 
thatenterpiising men fear to ti&rerse the region even to eiamine person- 
Ally the vast wealth of the territory occupied by these seiui-barbarlana. 
Indeed, intellisent people throi^hont the cotmtry who have not given 
•pecial study to the early history of EQntncky ascribe tlje origin of the 
phiBSe "the dark and bloody ground" to these fends in which so 
many Uvea are taken, the takers of which notoriously defy arrest and 
l^al puuishraent, rather than to the perils that attended the early 
Mttlera of the State, when the location of each new homestead was d«- 
t«rmined by the existence of a spring from which water might be pro- 
cured without too great exposure of the settler or one of bis family to 
the murderous Indians into whose midst they ware carrying civilization. 
' Having been honored by iDvitations £W>m the Board of Trade and 
the Commercial Club of Louisville to attend the sittings of a commer- 
cial and indnstrial conference of representative business men from every 
partof theStat«, and toaddress the conference, IreachedLouisvitleintha 
afternoon of the 4th of October, the day on which the conference assem- 
bled. In the evening, while I waa yet a stranger in the city, I strolled 
Into the hall audaatwheremyprcBencewaanotlikely to attract the at- 
tention ofpeisous who might chance to know me, and waa an interested 
Ustener to the report of a committee of the Commereial Club to whom 
had been assignedthedDtyofiuterrogallng well-known citizens of tho 
seTeral counties of the State on tbe prevalent opinion of the county 
as to the propriety of inviting immigration, the kind of immigrants 
that were moat desired if any vrere deemed desirable, together with a 
■tatement of the leading products of tiie county, tlie prioe at which 
laud ootild be parchased, and specially whether f^rms were for sale, 
ftnd tbe price per acre at which they were held. 

From this rqmrt and inquiries it enabled me to institate I learned 
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thftt tbe maxim " Eentack; ibi EeDtuckUns" had been so ri^dly 
maintained that there 'Were ipiuij connties of the State in which a per- 
Bon of foreign birth or one familiar with a foreign langnag^ conid not 
be foand; that bo extreme was the povertj of a ni^orit; of the people 
of about one-half of the coanties of the Stat« that they were onahle 
to deAtty the expenses of maintaining connty government, and were 
therefore known aa paaper coanties, whose local expenditures had to 
be paid from the treasury of the State. Among the summary that was 
read of all thereplies that werereceived there was not one that afforded 
8IL7 indication of an appreciation on the part of its writer of the real 
import of the inquiry about immigratioD. Three of these replies, 
Ihongh each forced me to amile, were painfully snggestive of the im- 
plicit; and naiveti of the people of the county from which they came. 
Oue suggested that two hundred abIe-t>odied girls might be welcomed, 
another that more Democrats were wanted, and the other that that 
county did not want any more lawyers. 

Mr. Chairman, let me exclude the possible conclnalon from all minda, 
that baring partaken of the refined and generoaa hoapitalitiea of Cen- 
trsX Kentucky, and of that earnest welcome bestowed npoa me by the 
large-framed, great-hearted, and sturdy tnea who came from all parts 
of the State to take conndl with each other as to how their own con- 
dition and that of their sufiering fellow-citizens might be improved, 
I am like an ingrate, abusing their hospitality and slandering them. 
If I have said or shall say a word that could wound the sensibil- 
ity of any Kentuckian, it has not been used with that intent, andlbeg 
tiiepeopleof this wonderfhily endowed State to remember the Script- 
nral maxim that ' ' faithful are the wounds of a friend. ' ' 

But, Ur. Cbainnan, I am not speaking otherwise heraand now than 
I spoke to the members of the conference and the dtizena of Kentucky 
who thronged the opera house, and gave me many proofs, during my 
address, that no offense was found in anything I said; but to repel be- 
yond doabt so ut^Qst a snspicioD let me quote a paragraph here and 
there from the report of my remarks as I fbund them in the Coariray 
Journal of the next moTTung: 

The bapplnea I am enJaylnB In thia vtdc \a aimpl; loexpreBaible, for It Hemi 

pleuBDtln the memorlea oTthe pub. [Applause.] 
lam MpeciBlly otilijwl totha boiui] o( trade for iDvltJag me h«re l«BpMk, 
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than those of any other member of oar great Union, who is the aralrborn child, 
I may say the &rst-bom daughter of the Union, if I may judge tiy the aumbei 
of brave sons and beautiful daughters she has contributed to the population of 
other Slale»— why U it that I heard.staled last night with prepared,deliben>tioD 

of Kentucky that the immlRralion does not compensate for it? Why should 
people <ly from such a ParadlaeT 11 seemed to me aa I listened to the talk on 

was wrong, and were crying to each other, if not to the Almighty, what shall 



Where all are engaged In one pursuit there most be an Immense waste of time, 

▼erBU^tbeemploymenlsofyourpcopleT WUlataritfdoltT I say yea. but It has 
not done it in Kentucky. I brought a paper with me (o justify the remark whloh 
IfloouldnotauslBinbyevidcncewouldp'toycoa^nsive, that Kentucky is prov- 
ing to be a laggard not only la the great &mily of her Bister Slates, but amon|f 
the Southern States. 

Now. let us look at the position of Kentucky and oILoalsville. No Southern 
ai(7 has a more adrantageons one. It is near to the North and ileoommenie. I 
■tand in the city loKlay that bears to the whole of yonder Southwest the relation 
that Ohioago bears to the Northwest. And ttaatit should with the growiogdivei- 
■IQcation of the pursuita of the South groiv, not perhaps as rapidly as Chicago 
with lis inland seas to contribute to ila growth, bntso rapidly that lie giowlb from 
decade lo decade would seem marvelous l*> its own people. [Great applause.] 
This is the one great city of the State. I have not traveled much in the State, 
and I may be disparaging other cities. If I do I pray you oorreot me, gently, 
and believe I would not have done so but through ignoraniie. I believe in the 
whole South there Is only onecltyloDontcet the palm with Louisville, and that is 
NewOrleans, and yet Louisville Is greater in all business than New Orleans, 
although New Orleans has a site by tlie aea with inviUtlons to external com- 



A surprising fact Is tbak last year the Southern States, I may say the old cotb 
Btowing States, prodoced more iron than the whole Union produced befor 
felt the quickening Influence of the protective tariff of 188L The staliatin of ii 
inoductlon began to be s»tliered by the Amerioan Iron and Steel Association 
UM. The Morrill tariff bill waa enacted while James Buehanan was Presid 
^ the TlDltedBMtes, and bears hlaaignature; it waa a protecUve tariff lo such 
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Kentucky has bad that game protection. She once iras a leader In the South- 
ern StaleB in the produolion of iron. She should be now ; butahelinot. She 

in the laat eli months than ahe did In the six months that preceded. Moir. 
what is (he matter with Kentucky? Why ia the Blue-grase Stale thus delln- 
quentT Toomay tell me she has done somethioK else andbetter, andl will he 
glad to hear what It was; butduilngthe last year Alabama walkedforward until 
she Is the fourth Iron- producing Slate In the Union— Pennsylvania. Ohio, Uli- 
noil. and Alabama are the four leading Iron-producing States in the Union, Ala- 
bama produced last year 2B3.8S9 tons ; Tennessee. 199,166 tons: Virginia, 196.290 
tons; Weat Virginia, the infant born of old Vii^inla by the Ciesar ion operation. 
S8.aiStons; and Kentucky, with thousands of square miles more of available 

quality to those of Qreat Britain, why has she sunk beyond little new-bom ' 
West Virginia, to M,8M Ions, and on a declining average at that? There is 
■omething wrong. Now, It can not be vlltb the people. Tou might as well say 
a Kentucky race-horse was not good as t4> say a Kentueky man is oot full of 

count, and that the Oovernment made a mistake In either buying or taking all 
theKentuckymules she could during the war because ahe belieTed them to ha 
the best In the country. 

Coming back to the sorghum question, I was gratlfled at hearing that soz^ 
ghum was the principal production of two counties, bewuse If yoo eould get a 

pany owning it would pay so much per Ion for sorghum, depending on its sao- 

eie engage In something new, and you would have their sorghum giving them 

ofEontucfcydo not have much of. [Applause.] 

1 beard It said here last night that in this State, so gifted with coal and iron, half 
the counties were paupers, and could not defray the Just county eipenses. Ida 
not say that it U true, but I do say that It was stated here ; and that I have rea- 
son to believe it, becauss no man arose and indignantlj'sald; "No, It Is not 
true." Whatl Pauper omntiea herein the home of Henry Clayj hero wher« 
more than a century ago John Fitch was working among metals to establisb 
(bat mu-velouB syslemof locomolioD whieh now carries our Inlemal oommeroe, 
that exceeds in bulk and value every year tiie entire home and foreign trwl* 
of the British Islands I John Fllohobose his native SUIe of EentuolEy, rlohas 
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Mr. Chairman, my suggestion that there was something wrong in the 
condition of Kentucky, and my inqairjes as to what cansed her to be 
a laggard, even among the Soathern States, brought no response at the 
time. The occasion baa, however, been followed by letters from intelli- 
gent men in many parts of the State, which have convinced me that 
King Cotton, having staked his throne and prerofratives upon the arbi- 
trament of battle and been beaten, his liege supporters in Kentachy 
found new means of maintaining their allegiance to a despotic power, 
and have transferred the homage they once paid King Cotton to King 
Alcohol. Yea, air, correspondence and personal Jnterconise with intel- 
ligent gentlemen daring the last four months have convinced me that 
onr internal -revenne aystem haa accomplished the establishment in 
Kentucky of a despotism whose power ia as absolute and whose theo- 
ries of goyemment, so far as tlie roatter of preventing the development 
of the mining aad manufucturlng possibilities or the diversili cation of 
the agricultural industries of Kentucky are concerned, is as effective 
aa was that of King Cotton in the legitimate cotton States of the Old 
Booth. 

From many letters received on this subject I present no much of two 
as expose the thraldom in which Kentucky is bound aud the Jtmchiua- 
tions by which the whisky trust holds the writers aud their fellow suf- 
erers in industrial sabjection. One of these letters was received on 
the 17th of Match and the other some time later, but the testimony 
of the writers that the people of Kentucky who desire to live in har- 



30 

monj with tbe apirit nf the age, and to give their natjve State the po- 
eitloato which herresourcee entitle her in the New Soath, can hope fbr 
ledemptlon fWim the t«irlble thraldom ia which they ftie held b; the 
BctioD of Congress alone iaconfirmedbythatof many other competent 
witneasea. Bat let the writers speak for themselves. I snbmit first so 
much of the letter of March 17 as is pertinent to the quesi^on under 
consideration, and will follow it with an equally pertinent extract from 
the other letter to which I have specially referred. 

Do fou know tally {I know joa know in the ganerol war) wby the Inlflrnal- 
reveuue (ax aa whisky oui^ht u> be wiped out? 
It is because so long a< the lubecnal-Teveniia law eiistfl it bands together 
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In the recent deraloatiOD of our State treasurer— taOO.Om to fJOT.OOO— many 
things go to show tbet tbka fund oftlie Stale of Kentucky has for yean been at 
tbe servloe of the whisky ring. It was inevitable. Without the whisky rli^ 
Ibe Democrotlo party would lose its hold on tbe 9lat«offiaes, and so the whisky 
rlngandtbeDemocratlD Ting are nearly identical. Now that tbe explosion at 

treasury. Away with the revenue system, and soatter the funds thai are now 
^n ma»e held ready to ose against the Republicans in Kentucky by a law of 
the United Btalea. Disperse 'em. It kills manufactures other than whisky In 
Kentucky. For Instance, as a matter of fact, a great bank in Louisville, not na- ' 
Uonal: To It goes Ibe owner of 100 or 10,000 barrels of Bourbon whisky- known 
brand of Kentucky ; he does Dot bave logo to the president nor oashler. only lo 
tbe discount clerk in cbargre ; there Is his table, 70, 7T, 78, 7fl, ao, SI, 33, 83, B4, 8S, 
86, S7. date; on eachor any of theseyou can have so much and renew odlflitoini 
practically J make out y6ur note, altaeh your bonded-warehouse reoeipl— Bat. 
But a manufiuturer of ifeneral merobandise would not have the slightest show 
foraloan. because the bank could notsell his chain, his plant, or any Imple- 
ment. No bonded-warehouse receipt can cover thom, but, with tbe United 
Stales holding up things the whisky ring is onmipotent, and the general manu- 
fccturer baa to go elsewhere. , 

In conclusion Isobmit, that with the &ct8 presented these letters 
ehow that it was hy the provisiooa of law impo^ug taxes on distilled 
epirita that the whialcy tioat was called into existence, and enabled 
to accomplish the revival of the despot&m which pervaded theSonttaem. 
States before the war; and that the power of this tnut and the com- 



,3y Google 



